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Annual Meeting Celebrates Local and Cape-wide Conservation

The 300 Committee on July 14 held its annual mecting joindly
with The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Truss, which
this year celebrated its 30 anniversary. Mark Robinson, who has
served as the Compact's Exccutive Director since 1986, was
honored as T3C's Special Places Award recipient “for his
exceptional work over 30 years to permanently protect land
across Cape Cod.” Mark was presented with a lovely original oil
painting — commissioned by T3C and rendered by member
Linda Walker — of Teaticket Park, looking north across the
open expanse of the wetland meadow. Teaticket Park was a
fitting subjcct, as this acquisition has been the largest and most
complex of T3C's deals to date, and one in which Mark and
“The Compact provided critical advice and support to T3C.

Additional honorees were Alison Leschen, T3C's Invaluable
Volunteer, and Barry Good, who received the Mel Miller
Stewardship Award. Alison was recognized for her outstanding
work on our Outreach Committec; she has also produced
several short vidcos that feature various T3C lands and projects.
Barry, whose award was named for our late steward emerirus,
was congratulated for his dedication to River Bend
Conservation Area and for his ongoing cfforts to support T3C's
land management projects. The Compact's major honor — the
Ansel B. Chaplin Award — was presented to Peter Johnson of
Brewster for excellence in open space protection.

Jessica Whritenour, T3C administrator, highlighted land and
stewardship projects — the Shallow Pond Woodlands, Conboy
property and Kelly Woodland acquisitions, and the Breivogel
Ponds vernal pool restoration. T3C's finances were shown to be
in excellent shape, and the membership voted to renew existing
board members and o clect a new Treasurer: Paula Yanni
replaced Emily Kellndorfer in this role. Of course, T3C and
“The Compact extended heartfelt gratitude to friends, members
and supporters, all of whom help make our fine conservation
work possible.

Overall, the event was an uplifting celebration of both groups'

dynamic ongoing efforts to protect natural lands in Falmouth
and across the Cape.

Mark Robinson, Executive Director of The Compact of Cape Cod
Conservation Trusts, accepts from president Tom Stone T3C's Special
Places Award — a commissioned oil painting of Teaticket Park by local
artist and T3C member Linda Walker.

Key Conservationists from Falmouth and acrass the Cape, with the celebration cake. (L. 0 R) Ansel Chaplin (Truro), founder
of The Compact; Rich Johnston (Dennis Conservation Trust), Compact president 2000-2015; Leonard Jobnson (T3C),
aurrent Compact president; Tom Stone, T3C president; Mark Robinson, Compact Executive Director since 1986; Mike

Lach, Harwich Conservation Trust & Compact Assistant Director since 2000.

continsed on page 4

157 Locust Street
Falmouth, MA 02540-2658

¥Frank Campanell

¥Daniel Pol

Wlosef

v

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF...
WM. & Mrs. Daniel Bartolome, Sr. from Daniel Bastolomei, v
‘¥Bonnie from Lois Simes

from Maurcen Campanclla

wsteve Clark, Jr. from Stephen & Joan Clark.

wDonald & Helen Dupee from David & Donna Jewett

wNancy Egloff from Frank Egloff

¥Dr. Donald E. Gardner from Susan Gardner & Family

‘¥Peter Kaplan from The Forman Family Charitable Trust
wAlphonse Micciche from Helen Micciche

MD from Frank & Erika Messman

wPatrick Wheeler McLaughlin from Marthew & Christine Botica

GIFTS IN HONOR OF...

‘yLinda Dalton from Richard Dalton

WHenry Dick from Helen Gordon & Ron Schitz

wlessica, Lucy & Jack from Leonard & Patty Johnson

Indorfer from Jill Neubauer

¥Charles Kettendorf's 90th birthday from Rita L. Doyle

wVicky Lowell’s 75th birthday from Susic Goodman Hallstein & Bill Hallstcin
iam David Roth's 50th birthday from Paige Johnson Roth

wSusanne and our wedding anniversary from Bill Hallstein

Land Updates

T3C's purchase of the Conboy parcel in Waquoit has been our first collaboration
with the federal government. These 6 beautiful acres on the Falmouth-Mashpee
line were successfully conveyed to the US. Fish & Wildlife Service in September,
and the land is now a permanent part of the Mashpee National Wildlife Refuge.

At the end of June, T3C and the Buzzards Bay Coalition jointly closed on the 3-
acre Kelly Woodland on Sippewissett Road. This property links to Flume Pond
and to Beebe Woods, creating new public access to both of these beautiful
conservation lands. Plans are underway to create a small parking arca and a new
trail into Beebe Woods from the west.

The 70-acre Shallow Pond Woodlands, off Thomas B. Landers Road, s slated
for acquisition in March 2017. The largest undisturbed parcel remaining in
Falmouth, this land connects on two sides to Town-owned open space and will
help create a broad swath of more than 183 permanently protected acres. This land
purchase will preserve important wetlands, a wide varicty of habitat and our
drinking water supply (it is in a state-designated wellhead protection arca). Fund
raising for the acquisition is going well, and T3C should hear soon about major
funding to support the project: $250,000 from the Falmouth CP Fund and
$400,000 from the Massachusctts LAND Grant Program.
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¥George & Katharine Woodwell from Tom & Ann Stone
¥Mary & Red Wright's 60th anniversary from Susic Goodman Hallstcin &

Il Hallstein

A single path winds through a portion of Shallow Pond
Waodlands and connects to the back of the Breivogel Ponds
Conservation Area. Plans call for the creation of additional
walking trails with aceess and parking on Thomas B. Landers
Road after T3C purchases the 70-acre parcel next spring.
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Preserving Nature: A Child’s Perspective

In September, we opened the mail and found a surprise: this
handwritten essay by Kathryn. A check was included along
with a note of explanation from Carol, Kathryn's mom:
Dear Folks, My daughter Kathryn told me that

she and Alison (her older sister) wanted to

donate some of their savings to The 300
Committee. I asked why, and Kathryn wrote

this explanation. I thought you might like

t0 see it (Kathryn is 10; Alison is 12), since

1 think this is a special contribution. We

have supported The 300 Committee for a

number of years, and point out places

T3C has helped preserve when we are

near them, but I was still surprised by

Kathryn's actions; I hope she continues to

be very interested in nature! Regards,

Carol Arnosti, North Carolina

Thank you, Kathryn and Carol, for letting us
print your words here. We hope our members
enjoy these insights from a budding conservationist!
Kathryn and Alison. Catcbing criters in
Little Sippewissett Marsh is one o the girls'
Jatorite activtis in sunmer and fal.



If You Build It, They Will Come

While most raptors like peregine falcons and merlins have recovered from DDT
and other past issucs and are on the increase, kestrels arc a different story. The
American Kestrel is North America's smallest falcon, and throughout New
England, these beautiful birds have been in decline, due to the loss of open
space habitat and competition for nesting cavitics, among other factors. There is
good news, however! An important project led by T3C's stewardship coordinator
Jack Sidar, to install kestrel boxes on Falmouth’s conscrvations lands, has shown
catly promise in restoring Upper Cape kestrel populations.

Six boxes were built by AmeriCorps Cape Cod members, and three

more were constructed by a local Scout, Colin Simpson, working toward his
Eagle rank. Last March, with Alex Brandr, the Town's land management
technician, and AmeriCorps members, Jack installed the first six boxes on 10- to
15-foot poles at Cardoza Farm, Peterson Farm, Breivogel Ponds, Teaticket Park,
Sca Farms Marsh and the Coonamessett Reservation.

By June, nine kestrel chicks had hatched in two nests — at Breivogel (4 chicks)

~ and Coonamessett Reservation (5 chicks), and the state ornithologist from
Massachusetts State Ornithologist e Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, Dr. Andrew Vitz, came to  10¢ kestrel nest box program is a key

Andrew Vit bands ket ‘ clldboration of T3C. (ack Sidar), the
; Falmouth to band all nine of the baby kestrels. The banding of the birds is ;
ks af e Comamesitl it of a arger study to idenify and follow individuals, and to learn about their Mw‘\mnﬁw Ve Mm\ e Town of

migration and nesting patterns, populations and more. e it making a posie s for
estrel populations on Cape Cod and

Dr. Vitz attested that in the effort to restore kestrels, “getting the
across Massachusetts.

boxes up is #he most important thing. As we've seen in the last
three or four years, its been very successful” The installation of kestrel boxes helps reduce
predation and increase chick survival rates. “Also, forging partnerships with land trusts like The
300 Committee is key; the more partnerships, the more success for the project.” In 2016, 60 chicks
were banded across Massachusetts; we are thrilled that the Falmouth numbers represent 15% of this
statewide total and that our efforts are to the of the kestrel populati

Colin Simpson put up his kestrel boses at the John Parker Bogs late in the summer. We hope to find chicks there
next spring.

Photos: Barry Good Watch the video at www.300committee.org : Banding kestrel chicks at the Coonamessett Reservation

Stewardship Updates

Enormous thanks to volunteers who watered the streetscape trees this
summer at Teaticket Park: Brad Barnes, Barbara Clements, MaryKay Frs,
Elaine Gallinars, Mary Littl, Jef Pabmer, Ginger Rabesa, Elga O'Dell, Frans
Rowaan, Deb Schiavone, Jay Swith, Rich Stone and Gordon Waring. These
dedicated folks contributed 60+ hours, June through Scptember, to
help the young trees survive the harsh drought conditions.

“The Falmouth Rod and Gun Club recendly donated 15 wood duck
boses to T3C, providing valuable cavity nesting habitat for the
beautifully colored wood ducks. Boses will be placed on T3C and town
conservation land and monitored and maintained by our newly formed
Wildlife Stewards. Our total nest box program ineludes 17 wood duck
"High schookrs in Falnonth Academy's summer progranm take pride in

our volunteer wildlife stewards, please email jsidar@300commitrec.org.

Summer AmeriCorps work days took place at Peterson Farm, where
members cleared vegetation from the historic barn foundation, and at
Romano Bog, where members used goats to remove poison ivy.

Eight local boy scouts volunteered with T3C to carn their Citizens in
the Community metit badge. Their 48 hours of work included trail
maintenance and invasive species removal as well as learning about and
presenting T3C's work in the community.

T3C and the Falmouth Conservation Commission hosted students
from the Falmouth Academy Science Engineering & Technology
Scholars (FASETS) summer program at Breivogel Ponds and Peterson
Farm. Ten students worked for 30 hours to remove invasive phragmites
and black swallowwort.

their hard worde removing invasive species at Peterson Farm.

Fall workdays have resumed with the focus on Two Ponds,
“Teaticket Park, Peterson Farm and Shivericks Pond Pathway.

‘The ramshackle cabin that remained on the Chute-Swift Preserve
after the land was donated to T3C was removed in September. The
new trail around Angel's Mirror Pond continues to attract hikers
and mountain bikers.

“Three aspiring Eagle Scouts are working on projects to enhance
T3C and town conservation areas:

Mason Drunmey - Trail work and signage in the northern part of
Long Pond; Zack Bawerman - building and installing weather-proof
map holders for 10 preserves; Alex Manos - color-blazing major
trails in Beebe Woods and installing signage.

The anmual meeting cake, beantifully decorated by Karen Wilson of
Windfall Market, honored The Compact's 30" anniversary and named all
25 Compact member arganizations, including T3C.

Proceeds from Waquoit Property Donation Support T3C

Gifts to our land trust come in many forms. In October of
2015, we reccived an email message from Linda M. Nelson, a
member who was planning to relocate and who expressed
interest in “leaving a legacy to Falmouth” through the donation
of her property to T3C. Over the next couple of months, in
meetings with T3C board members and her attorney, this idea
became a reality. Linda deeded her home to T3C at the end of
December, with the understanding that we would sell it and use
the proceeds to support our endowment and future land
purchases. This is the third property donated to T3C for resale.

On Waquoit Highway, close to the Mashpee border and within
the Waquoit Bay watershed, the 0.66 acre lot included a 1940's
ranch house, a garage and an experimental nitrogen-removing
septic system. During the winter and spring, T3C served as
carctaker and the property was listed for sale in May. It sold
promptly and the transaction closed in June; we were delighted
that a family with young children became the proud new
homeowners.

T3C s indebted to Linda for her wonderful generosity, and
hopes that her gift can inspire other landowners to consider
property donations. We arc also grateful to T3C president Tom
Stone, who served as our resident caretaker, and to realtor
friends Margaret Gifford and Pat Thatcher of Sotheby's, who
embraced this special property and worked diligently o facilitate
its sale to support T3C's mission.

The property donated by Linda M. Nelson to T3C, highlighted in yellom,
is the in Quashnet{ Moonakis River and Waquoit Bay watersheds.

Linda M. Nelson

Teaticket Park Serves as Natural Classroom

A project conceived by Falmouth High School fine arts teacher Jane Baker spans disciplines,
grade levels and organizations. Its goal is to take students out of the classroom and into nature
to explore animal migration patterns on Cape Cod. Collaborating on a portion of the project,
‘T3C hosted 68 second graders from Teaticket School on a field trip to Teaticket Park on
September 29.

The project is funded by a Falmouth Education Foundation grant, which supplied field note-
books for the students along with binoculars for each class tha the children can share. The goal
of the park outing was for the children to “observe and record,” and they explored the meadow,
the obscrvation platform, the wetland, the boardwalk, and the wooded trail along the back
hillside to compile their field notes. In upcoming months, using notes, sketches and research
conducted in school, FHS art students will guide the Teaticket youngsters as they draw and
paint birds for a mural that will be donated to T3C for permancnt display at the park.

Joining the students, their teachers, Jane Baker and two of
her senior AP Art students, T3C's Lucy Helfrich and Jack
Sidar talked briefly about conservation, and helped guide
small groups through the park, pointing out animals, birds,
bugs and other interesting features. State Representative
David Vicira, who grew up on the land, (his family owned
Joe's Driving Range and sold the 11 acres to T3C for
conservation), conversed with the kids and shared storics
from his childhood. The second graders delighted in
cranberties David picked from

newly re-emerging plants,

vestiges of an old bog

long buried under the

driving range wetland.

T3C is moving forward

on plans to create an
outdoor classroom
structure at the park,
along with several
cducational displays.
These elements will
serve to enhance the
already wonderful natural
features at the park in the
hope that visits to Teaticket
Park can be even more
educational for all.

Photos: Jane Baker






